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‘the Gospel 
ACCORDING 
to St, Matthew” 


PUBLICITY 


SCENE MAT 2B 


Joseph (Marcello Morante) leads Mary (Margherita Caruso) and the 
Infant Jesus from Bethlehem after Herod I decrees that all first born 
infants be destroyed in the award winning motion picture, “THE 
GOSPEL ACCORDING TO ST. MATTHEW.” Directed by Pier Paolo 
Pasolini, the Walter Reade-Sterling presentation is opening at the 


seanieaAeteneotexe-seueet theatre on o..........0000. 


ee ttiee and is released by Continental. 


BIBLICAL FILM DRAWS 
ENTHUSIASTIC PRAISE 


Walter Reade-Sterling’s ‘““The 
Gospel According To St. 
Matthew,” which opens ............. 
AG THE coicscsiesasesis theatre, has 
brought to an end, for the mo- 
ment at least, the torrent of 
critical displeasure that inevit- 
ably has greeted the movie’s 
treatment of the scriptures. 

Italian director Pier Paolo 
Pasolini’s version of the life of 
Jesus Christ has been welcomed 
from every side with rapturous 
reviews. 

Life Magazine, for example, 
called “ ‘The Gospel According 
To St. Matthew’ the best life of 
Jesus ever placed on film and 
probably the finest religious 
film ever made as well. Indeed, 
it may come to rank, as the 
years add to our perspective, 
among the great movies of all 
time, regardless of subject.” 

Redbook Magazine echoes 
these sentiments. ‘“ “The Gospel 
According To St. Matthew’ is 
outstanding in the field of re- 
ligious films .. . Its very sim- 
plicity makes this a most im- 
pressive film that leaves the 
viewer feeling this is the way 
it must have been.”’ 

Even such dissimilar maga- 
zines as Playboy and Seventeen 
found themselves in agreement 
on this motion picture. Play- 
boy called it “simply, a great 
film... something of a miracle.” 
Seventeen, selecting it as its 
Picture of the Month for July, 


1966, called it “an extraordin- 
ary film of absorbing interest 
both to those who believe and 
those who do not...” 


The leading religious publi- 
cations of all faiths were also 
generous with their praise. To- 
day’s Family, a Catholic Fam- 
ily Monthly, termed ““The Gos- 
pel,” “the greatest film on the 
life of Christ ever made.” The 
Christian Century called it “a 
towering work of art... suc- 
ceeds where Hollywood has so 
far failed.” Jubilee Magazine 
said, “The impossible has hap- 
pened: a film about the life of 
Christ, which is beautiful, cred- 
ible, sane, and-fit to be seen by 
any person with normal sensi- 
tivity .. . It is the most inspir- 
ing and revealing film yet to be 
made about the life of Christ. It 
is the most truthful, too.” 


No less enthusiastic were the 
magazines for teen-agers and 
children. Scholastic Magazine, 
for example, described “The 
Gospel” as “the most sincerely 
religious document we _ have 
ever watched on the screen... 
Watching this remarkable 
movie is more than a visual ex- 
perience. It’s truly a revelation.” 


“The Gospel According To 
St. Matthew” won the Interna- 
tional Catholic Film Office’s 
Grand Prize. It is released by 
Continental, a division of 
Walter Reade-Sterling, Inc. 


SCENE MAT 2A 


The scene of “The Last Supper” as depicted in Pier Paolo Pasolini’s 
“THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO ST. MATTHEW,” the Walter Reade- 
Sterling award winning presentation released by Continental will open at 


WG 5s teconcteth evetecesskestsauees theatre on 


SCENE MAT 1A 


Enrique Irazoqui portrays Christ in 
the award winning motion picture 
“THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO 
ST. MATTHEW.” Directed by 
Pier Paolo Pasolini, the Walter 
Reade-Sterling presentation ac- 
claimed by Life Magazine as “One 
of the great films of all time” will 
open at the 2.0.0.0... theatre 
OU 5s sasha eseedd avededieeetioaes It is being 
released by Continental. 


‘THE GOSPEL 
ACCORDING TO 
oT. MATTHEW’ 
TO OPEN......... 


Continental’s “The Gospel 
According To St. Matthew,” 
widely acclaimed as the finest 
religious film ever made and, 
according to Life Magazine, 
“one of the great movies of all 
time,” opens ................... at the 

er theatre. 

The biblical fim, produced by 
Alfredo Bini and directed by 
Pier Paolo Pasolini, faithfully 
follows the Apostle Matthew’s 
version of the story of Christ. 
Dedicated to the memory of 
Pope John XXIII, the Italian 
film has collected a wide range 
of film awards from around the 
globe, including the coveted In- 
ternational Catholic Film Office 
Award and five awards at the 
Venice Film Festival. 

Filmed in widescreen and 
black and white on location in 
Sicily, ‘““The Gospel” is enacted 
by a cast of non-professionals. 
Enrique Irazoqui, a Spanish 
student, was chosen to portray 
Christ. Margherita Caruso is 
cast as Mary in her youth, and 
Susanna Pasolini, the director’s 
mother, plays Mary in later 
life. 

“The Gospel According To 
St. Matthew” is being released 
by Continental, a division of 
Walter Reade-Sterling. 


POPE JOHN’S VISIT 
INSPIRED BIBLICAL FILM 


A chance visit to the city of Florence by motion picture director 
Pier Paolo Pasolini on the same day that Pope John XXIII visited 
that Italian city led to the conception of the eventual production 
of Pasolini’s universally acclaimed “The Gospel According To St. 
Matthew,” which will open ........00000000000000...... Fal F< 
Theatre. 

Pasolini, in avoiding the crush of the crowds in the streets out 
to greet the much loved Pope, remained in his hotel room where 
he found the only reading material available to him was a Gideon 
Bible. It was a casual rereading of the Gospel According To St. 
Matthew that prompted him to make the picture. 

Unlike previous attempts to transfer the story of Christ to the 
movie screen, Pasolini limited himself to the single Gospel. No 
additional dialogue was written for the film; only those words 
written by St. Matthew are used and only those scenes depicted 
by him are enacted. The miracles described by the other Evan- 
gelists .. . unless also mentioned by St. Matthew ... are not in 
the film. 

The most difficult problem in the making of the film, according 
to Pasolini, was the casting of the part of Christ. The director 
decided to use a poet in ’til-now impossible role for any actor and 
he interviewed poets without success. One day a Spanish student 
of economics, Enrique Irazoqui, telephoned the director for an 
appointment for a discussion of cultural problems. As soon as 
Pasolini saw the young man’s face (his features recalling Christ’s 
face in El Greco’s paintings) he asked him to work in the film. 

There are other seemingly familiar faces in the film, repre- 
senting Apostles, soldiers, priests, pharisees and fishermen, but 
they too were amateurs, chosen from among the peasants and 
shepherds from Lucani and Calabria. 

Pasolini set out to make a film of the life of Christ that was not 
just another ‘‘Hollywood”’ version of a Biblical theme. The critics 
agreed unanimously that he has succeeded and, as Life Magazine 
stated, he has created “the best life of Jesus ever placed on film 
and it is probably the finest religious film ever made as well.” 


SCENE MAT 2C 


Judas (Otello Sestili) plants a kiss on the cheek of Christ (Enrique Irazo- 
qui) in the award winning film, “THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO ST. 
MATTHEW.” Hailed by Life Magazine as “One of the great films of all 
time,” the Walter Reade-Sterling presentation, directed by Pier Paolo 
Pasolini and released by Continental will open at the ............00....0.e 
theatre ON 2.0.0... cceeecceceeeeceeeee 


‘GOSPEL’ DIRECTOR 
AVOIDS CLICHES... 
FILMS BIBLICAL TRIUMPH 


“THE GOSPEL ACCORD- 
ING TO ST. MATTHEW,” 
the highly acclaimed motion 
picture version of the Life of 
Christ which opens .................... 
theatre On oo... ceceeeee. ,isa 


distinctly non-Hollywood ap- 
proach to its subject. Italian 
director, Pier Paolo Pasolini 
sought to create a film which 
avoided the pious cliches that 
have adorned every life of 
Christ seen to date. 


LIFE REPRINT 


A four page 8 X 10 two color reproduction on fancy paper of the mag- 
nificent LIFE magazine review, the highly laudatory NEW YORK 
TIMES review and a special quote ad. (Ideal for mailing, it folds to 
fit a #10 envelope. ) 


HAILS: “ONE 
OF THE GREAT 
MOVIES OF ALL TIME!” 


$3.00 per 100 


vendor: SID COOPER 
SCOOP PRINTING 
315 W. 47th St. 
N. Y. 10036 
(212) 247-3140 


THEATRE PROGRAM 


STUDY GUIDE 


Catholic Film N 
i ioaee sete (Catholic Film Newsletter Supplement) 


folded) program with 
woodcut (ad logo), 


cast and credits and . ; ; 
brief description of Study Guide covering the history of 


the production. De- religious films, the history of St. 
signed for in-theatre = $=Matthew’s Gospel, full discussion of 
distribution. _ the film, the director and his tech- 
niques. Includes supplementary read- 

ing lists and study questions. (Suit- 

able for mailing in a #10 envelope.) 


$1.00 per 100 


$2.00 per 100 
vendor: 


vendor: SID COOPER 
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ORIGINAL MOTION PICTURE SCORE 

Mainstream 
This 18 page book has 
a soft cover and cov- 


“the Gospel. coy 
‘ ers every aspect of the 
ACCORDING to ae eet director, 


ost AM a a _ producer, distributor 

St. Matther y i Fe : Se _ and technical crew 
Onc AINE _ both in pictures and 

in stories. In addition 
to its use for theatre 


sales, the Souvenir 
Book can be used as a 


es 

j aNd PN sere men 
NG) 

Wy y G 


in ne Soe 
Re Mae : promotional tool and 
IN NONE AA Wf, ay as a handout to critics, 
We sale ‘Smeal ‘f school administrators, 
ay 
y) 


nia religious heads, etc. 
NU) % 


At: Sa 


A Film by 
Pier Paolo Pasolini 
Produced by 
Alfredo Bini f 
NEY os 
“a vendor: 
AR y win ARTHUR KLAR 
Rk Ra PROGRAM 
5) PUBLISHING 
COMPANY 
1492 Broadway 
New York, N. Y. 
(212) 
u BRyant 9-9125 


Distributed by CONTINENTAL, a division of Walter Reade-Sterling, Inc. (I) 


MAINSTREAM deluxe album available on 3314 monaural and stereo _ 2 iN 
with woodcut (ad logo) on front cover, scene stills and story on inside _ ‘ A p 
covers and painting of St. Matthew on the back cover. Perfectly suited 
for music store window displays. Highly original and acclaimed score 
is ideal for radio promotion. Contact local distributor. 
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SNISILGAACY 


WALTER READE-STERLING 


‘the Gospel. 
ACCORDING 
to St, Matthew’ 


A film by PIER PAOLO PASOLINI 
Produced ty ALFREDO BINI 


Content 


T H E A T R E 


100 Lines x 4 Cols. - 400 Lines Mat # 410 
75 Lines x 3 Cols. - 225 Lines Mat # 310 


“AMONG THE GREAT MOVIES 
OF ALL TIME, REGARDLESS 


OF SUBJECT!”’........... 


“The impact is of 
such magnitude that 
it raises Pasolini’s 
movie into the realm 


of greatness:” at E00 3. - 60 Lines 
WA ‘‘ e jh =, y 
tip chadeacian at ce Rati ira “AMONG THE GREAT MOVIES 
excitement and OF ALL TIME, REGARDLESS 
involwement: 


OF SU BJECT i " — Life Magazine 


il recommend it!” 


—Crowther, N.Y. Times 


“Direct, provocative AN aeenten 
and eloquent, Aste eivalvenwertt® 


— Crowther, N.Y. Tirnes 


noble and touching... Ke 
the film is as violent 
as history ia 
—Time Magazin 

~ 


WALTER READE-STERLING 


presents 


‘the Gospel accondin 
tO St. Matthew” 


Conner = = 


O2 Lines 


100 Lines x 3 Cols. - 300 Lines 


POSTERS AND ACCESSORIES 


“THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO ST. MATTHEW’ 
is certainly the best life of Jesus ever placed on film and 
it is probably the finest religious film ever made as well. 
Indeed, it may come to rank, as the years add to our 
perspective, among the great movies of all time, 

regardless of subject!” 


WALTER READE-STERLING ps 


"the Gospel. ae... ‘a 
to St. Matthew” 


, PIER PAOLO PASOLINI po. Al 
Inver 4 Poe quar, Tontno Dell Coll (A LC ) sna Sterage 


LLFREDO BINI 
Nino Baragh & L.uigy Scaccianoce 


Certainly the best : 
life of Jesusever  @ 
placed on film and 

it is probably the . 
finest religious film Hj, 
ever made as well. 

Indeed, it may 

come to rank, as 

the years add to 

our perspective, 

among the great 
movies of ail time, % 
regardless of : 


‘the Gospel according 
to St. Matthew” 


SET OF 8 11X14’S 


———————— 


“THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO ST. MATTHEW’ is certainly 
the best life of Jesus ever placed on film and it is prob- 
ably the finest religious film ever made as well. Indeed, 
it may come to rank, as the years add to our perspec- 
tive, among the great movies of all time, regardless of 
subject!” 


—Richard Schickel, LIFE MAGAZINE 
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WALTER READE-STERLING 


presents 


“the Gospel 
ACCORDING 
tO St. Matthew” 


A film by PIER PAOLO PASOLINI Produced ty ALFREDO BINI 
Director of Photography Tonino Delli Colli (A.I.C.) Set & Montage Nino Baragli & Luigi Scaccianoce 


Costumes Danilo Donati Editor Andrea Fantucci Onginal Music Score Luis E. Bacalov 
row Covnmentar 
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“ONE OF THE GREAT 
MOVIES OF ALL TIME!” 


—Richard Schickel, Life Magazine 


“Direct, provocative and eloquent, 
noble and touching...the film is as violent 
as history itself!" 
—Time Magazine 
bd 
“The impact is of such magnitude 
that it raises Pasolini’s movie 
into the reaim of greatness!” 
—Presbyterian Life 
Winner—Grand Prize! 
— International Catholic Film Office 
\), § 
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WALTER READE-STERLING 


presents 


“the Gospel 
ACCORDING 
to St. Matth 


A film by Produced by 
PIER PAOLO PASOLINI ALFREDO BINI ph 
Cornrextn 8 


T SHEET 


“THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO ST. MATTHEW’ is certainly 
the hest life of Jesus ever placed on film and it is prob- 
ably the finest religious film ever made as well. Indeed, 
it may come to rank, as the years add to our perspec- 
tive, among the great movies of all time, regardless of 
subject!” eee 


“AN EXTRAORDINARY FILM! 
A remarkable feeling of being in the 
presence of truth! A crescendo of 
excitement and involvement! | RECOM- 
MEND IT!” — Bosley Crowther, N Y TIMES 


“A MASTERPIECE THAT 
TOWERS OVER EVERYTHING 
THAT HAS GONE BEFORE!” 
“DIRECT, PROVOCATIVE AND 
ELOQUENT, NOBLE AND 
TOUCHING... the film is as violent 


as history itself!” 


kel, LIFE MAGAZINE 


“THE IMPACT IS OF SUCH 
MAGNITUDE THAT IT RAISES 
PASOLINI’S MOVIE INTO THE 
REALM OF GREATNESS!” 

“THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO 
ST. MATTHEW’ IS THE GREAT- 
EST FILM ON THE LIFE OF 
CHRIST EVER MADE!” 


TODAY'S FAMILY 


—TIME MAGAZINE & 
' 
SS @ 
“i | had U 
=— Cameron, N.Y. DAILY NEWS 


WALTER READE.STERLING 


presents 


“the Gospel 
ACCOROING Tee raw arrites 
£0 St. Matthew” 


A film by PIER PAOLO PASOLINI Produced iv ALFREDO BINI 
Director of Photography Tonino Delli Colli (A.1-C.) Ses Montage Nino Baragli & Luigi Scaccianoce 


Corny: {NTA LQ 
40X60 B 


B Aes ee a 
Ne IA Uy ere 
—— 


Costumes Danilo Donati. Editor Andrea Fantucci Onginal Music Score Luis E. Bacalov 
La 


ORDER ALL ACCESSORIES INCLUDING TRAILER FROM NATIONAL SCREEN SERVICE 


LIVE RADIO COPY 


Now you can see one of the most acclaimed motion 
pictures of all time .. . ‘‘The Gospel According To 


St. Matthew”. . . Life Magazine hails it as “ONE 
OF THE GREAT MOVIES OF ALL TIME!” ... ‘‘The 
Gospel According To St. Matthew’... ‘“‘WINNER 


OF THE GRAND PRIZE!’ By the International 


Catholic Film Office... ‘‘THE IMPACT IS OF 
SUCH MAGNITUDE THAT IT RAISES PASOLINI’S 
MOVIE INTO THE REALM OF GREATNESS!” says 
Presbyterian Life. See Pier Paolo Pasolini’s ‘‘The 
Gospel According To St. Matthew.’’ Opening 

at the Theatre. 


Scanned from the collections of the 
Wisconsin Center for Film and Theater Research, 
with support from Matthew and Natalie Bernstein. 


for Film and Theater Research 


http://wcftr.commarts.wisc.edu 


MEDIA 
HISTORY 


DIGITAL LIBRARY 


www.mediahistoryproject.org 


